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The Eighth Annual Convention In Session 


The above photo was taken during the closing session of the Convention and the 


new officers had already assumed their places. Ex-President Butler is shown standing 


before a platform. Many of the delegates had already left for their homes when the 


picture was made, and it is regretted that all attending were not in the picture. 


The White House Replies to STFU Convention Telegram 


| WHITE HOUSE 
Washington 

H. L. Mitchell, Esq., 

‘Secretary, 

Southern Tenant Union 

Sheffield, Alabama. 

My dear Mr. Mitchell: 


January 13, 1942. 


' The President has received your fine telegram and he wishes me to convey his deep 


appreciation of the patriotic support so generously pledged by the members of your 


Union. It is extremely heartening to the President, in carrying out the will of the 


American people, to receive the voluntary assurance that the country stands as one man 
in its determination to spare no effort and to assume every sacrifice necessary to a 
successful outcome. | 
Very sincerely yours, M. H. McINTYRE, 
| Secretary to the President. 
The above letter was received from the White House following adjournment of the 


_convention and came in response to the telegram which follows: 


Convention Telegram 
Franklin D. Roosevelt 


President of the United States 

White House 

Washington, D. C. 

THE EIGHTH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE SOUTHERN TENANT FARMERS 
UNION ASSEMBLED AT SHEFFIELD, ALABAMA, JANUARY 8 BY CONVENTION 
RESOLUTION-INSTRUCTS ME TO PLEDGE TO YOU THEIR FULL SUPPORT AND 
WHOLE HEARTED COOPERATION IN OUR COMMON EFFORT TO WIN THE WAR. 


H. L. MITCHELL, Secretary 
Southern Tenant Farmers Union. 


8th Annual Convention 
Greatest in History 


Oi STFU 


The largest and most enthusiastic Convention —————~__ 


in the history of the Southern Tenant Farmers 
Union came to an end Saturday, January 10, in 


Sheffield, Alabama. 


Nearly 200 delegates and visitors were in 
constant attendance despite the below zero 
weather which prevented an even larger num-_ 
ber of delegates from leaving their homes in 
the cotton fields of the South. | 

The delegates were welcomed to the city of 
Sheffield by Mr. Len Manning, City Commis- 
sioner, and the Reverend R. B. Lavender, pastor 
of the First Methodist Church was in charge 
of the invocation services. 

Speaking on behalf of the 18,000 members of 
organized labor in the Muscle Shoals District, 
President M. E. Crist, of the Tri-Cities Central 
Labor Union, told the delegates that they were 
meeting in a 100% Union Town and that every 
official from the County Sheriff on down car- 
ried a union card in his pocket. Mr. Crist 
extended the greetings of the local unions 
affiliated with the Central Labor Union and 


told of the co-operation between the lasor —~— 


movement and the STFU. 

Mrs. R. M. Lanier, Mrs. M. E. Crist and Miss 
Lucille Thornburgh, representing the Women’s 
Union Label League were introduced and each 
brought an inspiring message to delegates on 

(Continued on Page 2) 


Missouri Planters Break 
Up Union Meeting 


A meeting of the Southern Tenant Farmers 
Union was broken up by a group of Missouri 
planters in the town of Caruthersville, Friday 
night, January 16. 

W. M. Tanner, General Organizer, was speak- 
ing to about 60 farm laborers in a hall be- 
longing to the International Union of Operating 
Engineers, A. F. of L., when a band of armed 
planters and gin operators broke in on them 
and disturbed the meeting. Tanner was abused 
and everyone present driven out. 

Acting immediately, Roy E. Raley, President, 
and H. L. Mitchell, Secretary, called on the 
U. S. Department of Justice and the Governor 


.of Missouri, asking an immediate investiga- 


tion. The Mayor of Caruthersville and the 
Sheriff of Pemiscot County were notified by 
wire that another meeting would be held the 
night of January 23 and that the STFU ex- 
pected protection. 

Monday, following the attack, a message was 
received from the Governor, Forrest C. Don- 
nell, at the State Capitol, stating he was calling 
on the Sheriff and Prosecuting Attorney to act 
immediately. 

The Department of Justice telephoned the 
Union office in Memphis and invited H. L. 
Mitchell to make a full report on the case in 
Washington. 

Claude Cooper, Blytheville attorney, employed 
by the STFU, was authorized to prosecute the 
persons whose names are Known in the courts 
of Missouri. 


SAVE A DIME—BUY A DEFENSE STAMP 
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(Continued from Page 1) 


the work and place of women in labor organi- 
zations. | 

Distinguished visitors representing govern- 
ment agencies from Washington, New Orleans, 
Montgomery and elsewhere were then intro- 
‘duced. 

The afternoon of the first day, the conven- 
tion work was underway. Committees on Cre- 
dentials and Rules made their reports. Perma- 
nent Convention Committees were elected and 
began their work. Jim Jones of Gobler, Local 
No. 12, was elected Convention Conductor and 
Bennie Pace was named Sergeant-at-Arms. 

During the course of the afternoon session, 
Frank McCallister, Southern Secretary of the 
Workers Defense League, Atlanta, Georgia, 
addressed the convention. Mr. McCallister spoke 
of the need for protecting civil liberties and 
democratic rights in war time. He also praised 
the work of Attorney General Francis Biddle, 
and the attitude of the Department of Justice 
under this administration, contrasting it very 
favorably with that prevailing in the first 
world war. McCallister warned that the right of 
free speech did not include a license to get up 
in a crowded house and yell fire. 

The Resolutions Committee then presented 
the first resolution of the Convention, which 


was unanimously adopted, pledging the full co- 


operation of every member of the STFU to 
President Roosevelt in “our common effort of 
winning the war.” The Secretary was ordered 
to prepare and send a telegram informing the 
President of this support. 

The evening of the first day was given over 
to two dinners tendered the delegates by the 
Tri-Cities Central Labor Union. The dinner for 
negro delegates was served at the Arcade Rest- 
aurant and was attended by leading negro citi- 
zens of the city as well as by visiting govern- 
ment officials of the race. 

The dinner for white delegates was served at 
the Sheffield Hotel Dining Room and Mr. Co- 
burn, editor of the Muscle Shoals Advertiser, 
was toastmaster. Sheffield and Colbert County 
officials attended the dinner along with dele- 
gates and visitors. Representatives of the vari- 
ous government agencies in attendance took 
. this opportunity of complimenting the officers 
and delegates for the democratic and orderly 
manner the convention was set up. President 
Butler responded on behalf of the Union. 

The morning session of the second day was 
devoted to hearing final reports of officers, 
members of the Executive Council and organ- 
izers in 1941. H. L. Mitchell, Secretary, in his 
report for the year, stated that there had been 
over 40 new locals organized during the past 
year and that there were now 15,000 members 
enrolled in the seven states. Vice-President 
F. R. Betton, in his report, included a chart 
showing the results of the new membership 
drive August 1 to January . 

The afternoon was given over to a special 
panel discussion on’ which appeared Mr. John 
Brewster, Washington, chief program analyst 
for the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, who 
acted as chairman of the panel: Mr. J. Banks 
Young and Mr. J. H. Shoulders, of Washington, 
administrative officers of the Agricultural Ad- 
justment Administration; Mr. Stanley Andrews, 
general agent for the Farm Credit Administra- 
tion of New Orleans; Mr. L. S. Hollingsworth, 
representing the Farm Security Administra- 
tion from Montgomery, Alabama, and Mrs. 
Laura Daly, representative of the Consumer 
Division Office of Price Administration, Wash- 
ington, 

The speakers stressed the democratic pro- 
cedures provided under AAA and urged full 
participation by all farmers participating in the 
‘program of Food for Freedom. Mr. Shoulders 
described how the AAA was able to “adjust” 
from a policy of limiting production of crops 
into a program’ of increased production of 
food and other needed raw materials. 

Mr. Andrews of the Farm Credit Administra- 


tion explained the work of the bank of co- 
operatives and told the delegates of the services 
this agency could provide members of the 
STFU. Mr. Hollingsworth, of the Farm Security 
Administration, went into the phases of the 
FSA program of co-operatives among their 
clients. Mr. Brewster summed up the work of 
the panel. Dozens of questions were asked from 
the floor throughout the three-hour session. The 
speakers answered and asked questions of each 
other as well. An important contribution was 
made by Mrs. Daly of OPA who ended the 
discussion program by speaking of the many 
ways low-income farm families could co-operate 
in helping win the war. All stressed the need 
of improving living and health standards and 
also the necessity of raising food for home use. 

The morning of the third day, the delegates 
had as their guest speakers, Mr. S. E. Roper, 
President of the Alabama Federation of Labor, 
and Mr. George L. Googe, Southern Director 
for t.e American Federation of Labor. 

Mr. Roper, in his address, told how the State 
Federation had co-operated in bringing the 
STFU into the Tennessee Valley area and 
pledged the co-operation of the 250,000 mem- 
bers of the A. F. of L. in Alabama in organizing 
the entire State. 

Mr. George L. Googe, attending the Annual 
STFU Convention again in 1942 as in 1941, 
brought a personal message from President 
William Green of the American Federation otf 


| Labor. Googe complimented the officers and 


delegates on the progress made by the STFU 
in the past year. 

J. E. Clatyon, Executive Council member, late 
in arriving from his home in Texas due to a 
train wreck, made his report and told of being 
called upon to aid the International Longshore- 
men’s Union in Houston when negro members 
of that union had been advised to leave the 
A. F. of L. Clayton stated that he had advised 
his people to go ahead and to pay no attention 
to those who would destroy their organization. 
He also stated that the negro and the poor 
white man would find that on the Judgment 
Day there would be some people who wanted 
to keep them out of Heaven, but no one wanted 
to go to hell on account of a few individuals. 

The Constitution Committee reported in the 
afternoon and proposed a few slight changes in 
the Constitution of the STFU. The Constitution 
was amended and revised after a long discus- 
sion and full consideration by the delegates. 

The Convention, late in the afternoon, ad- 
journed for the day. 

Saturday, the election of officers and mem- 
bers of the Executive Council for 1942 was held. 
Roy E. Raley, of near Sheffield, Alabama, was 
elected President after J.R. Butler declined the 
nomination and announced his decision to re- 
tire. F. R. Betton was elected Vice President 
and H. L. Mitchell was elected Secretary with- 
out opposition. The following members were 
elected to the Executive Council: J. F. Hynds, 
Arkansas; W. M. Tanner, Missouri; J. E. Clay- 
ton, Texas; Wilburn White, Mississippi; L. C. 
McKay, Alabama; Roy Parks, Missouri; E. O. 
Cistrunk, Mississippi, “and Anderson Johnson, 
Arkansas. 

The Convention came to an end with the 
enactment of the “Ceremony of the Land,” 
revised by Howard Kester. Every one joined in 
marching around, singing, taking grains of soil 
from each state represented in the meeting and 
mixing all the states’ soils together. The cere- 
mony was under the direction of Miss Evelyn 
Smith, for five years office secretary of the 


STFU and now assistant National Secretary of 


the Workers’ Defense League, New York City. 
The singing of songs of the Southern Tenant 
Farmers Union was led by A. B. Brookins at 
each session. The songs were a feature of the 
Convention as Song Leader Brookins made up 
verses and additions to the songs as the dele- 
gates sang them. He led the audience in a new 
version of “Roll the Union On”... 
“Tf Ole Hitler’s in the way 
We gonna roll it over him 
_ We gonna roll, we gonna roll 
Gonna roll the union on.” 


Southern Tenant 


National Sharecroppers 
Week Being Held 
March | to 7 


The annual affair known as National Share- 
croppers Week is scheduled to begin March 1, 
and to end on March 7, according to Campaign 
Director Harold Oram, of. 122 East 42nd Street, 
New York City. Bishop Francis J. McConnell 
of the Methodist Church is chairman of the 
week for 1942. 

NSW is sponsored by and for the Southern 
Tenant Farmers Union each year and is a 
means ‘of acquainting the general public with 
the work of this organization and at the same 
time raising funds to supplement the income 
from membership dues. 

There will be dinners, meetings, radio broad- 
casts, etc. arranged in a number of large cities 
throughout the United States during this week. 
Outstanding American citizens each year join 
together and devote their time to helping build 


a movement for improving conditions of tenant — 


farmers and sharecroppers in the south. 


In spite of the World War now raging, liberal ‘ 


people, government officials and leaders of 
labor know that the important work of the 
Farmers Union is needed 
more than ever by .the group of low-income 
farm people it represents. As was shown by 
resolutions adopted at the recent Annual Con- 
vention held at Sheffield, Alabama, the organi- 
zation is directing its attention to the problem 
of building morale among small farmers, ten- 
ants, sharecroppers and farm laborers of the 
South. 

Every one can help make National Share- 
croppers Week a great success in 1942. Indi- 
viduals, organizations and labor unions will be 


| called upon to make contributions. Members 


of the Southern Tenant Farmers Union will 


mect in their locals and put on entertainments’ — 


of their own for one purpose, of raising extra 
money for their Union. Funds may be sent 
direct to the Southern Tenant Farmers Union, 
Box 443, Memphis, Tennessee, or to National 
Sharecroppers Week, 122 East 42nd Street, New 
York City. 

Used clothing contributed by individuals or 
collected by organizations may be.. shipped 
direct to Mrs. Ruth Osoinach, chairman, Tenant 
Aid Committee, 66 South Third Street, Mem- 


‘phis, Tennessee, who will see to .the distribu- 


tion among needy farm families. 


MRS. ROOSEVELT SENDS GREETINGS 
TO THE STFU CONVENTION 


THE WHITE HOUSE 
Washington 
Dear Mr. Mitchell: | 

Please extend my greetings and best wishes 
to those attending the eighth Annual Conven- 
tion of the Southern Tenant Farmers Union at ° 
Sheffield, Alabama. 

I was interested to learn that the problems ~ 
of low-income farmers will be a subject of dis- 
cussion and that plans will be made for the 
Southern Tenant Farmers Union to co- ‘operate 
with the Government in an effort to win the 
‘war. I hope the meeting will be a fruitful one. 


Very sincerely yours, 
(Signed) Eleanor Roosevelt. 


A Word from the Vice President 
To All Locals of the STFU: 


I wish you a prosperous New Year. 

Our eighth Annual Convention has past into 
history. Let us all take new courage to build 
a larger and stronger Union. 

I am at your service. Please feel free to call 
on me. 

F. R. BETTON. 


SAVE A DIME—BUY A DEFENSE STAMP 
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Men Of The Land 


By H. L. MITCHELL, Secretary 


I am cutting my column short this month to 
make room for Convention: Resolutions and 
other material giving news of the Convention. 
I just want to say that we had the best Con- 
vention in the history of 
the Union and I believe 
every delegate left Shef- 
field feeling the same way. 
With the new program 
which is shown in the Res- 
olutions the Convention 


that the STFU is going to 
roll on in 1942 as never 
before. 

New 
for 1942 are now being 
printed and other material 
is being sent out to the 
local secretaries now. The 
office force, limited as al- 
ways, is working day and 
night to catch up with all 
of the work to be done. 


H. L. MITCHELL 


Only a Few Resolutions Adopted by the 


Annual Convention can be printed in 


this issue of the Tenant Farmer. Others 
will appear later in Convention proceed- 
ings which are also being printed. 


RESOLUTION NO. 1 
Pledging Support to President of U.S. A. 


Whereas, now that the United States is at 
War, all citizens are anxious to do their part, 


....Be-It. Resolved, that this Convention pledge 


the full support and whole hearted cooperation 
of every member of the Southern Tenant Farm- 
ers Union to the President of the United States 
in our common effort to win the war and every 
means at our command be placed at the service 
of the Country as a whole. 

And Be It Further Resolved, that all mem- 
bers of the Southern Tenant Farmers Union 
will fully cooperate with the agricultural pro- 
gram and help maintain production quotas 
so that there may be food and clothing and 
farm by-products raised to care for the needs 
of our men in the armed services as well as 
in industry; 

Be It Further Resolved that this Convention 
instruct the Secretary to send a telegram to 
President Roosevelt pledging our cooperation 
and support. 

Adopted 1-8-42. 


RESOLUTION NO. 2 | 
In Appreciation of Reception in Sheffield 


Whereas, the 8th Annual Convention, meeting 
in the city of Sheffield, Alabama, has been 
accorded a reception unequaled in friendliness, 
courtesy and hospitality, and 

Whereas, the Tri-Cities Central Labor Union, 
Muscle Shoals Building Trades Council, the 
officials of Colbert County, the officials of the 
city of Sheffield and ministers of the local 
churches for extending their full cooperation 
in making our Convention a great success; 

Therefore, Be It Resolved, that we express 
our appreciation for the hospitality, courtesy 
and friendliness of all the above groups, and 
we wish to extend our special appreciation to 


the Tri-Cities Central Labor Union, the- Wom- 
-en’s Union Label League, the Committee which 


arranged the banquets for delegates and their 
guests and who have cooperated in every way 
to make our stay a pleasure; 

Be It Further Resolved, that this Convention 
instruct the Secretary to mail a copy of this 
Resolution to Mr. M. E. Crist, President of the 
Tri-Cities Central Labor Union. 


adopted, we all are sure 


RESOLUTION NO. 3 | 
On Holding AAA Elections On Uniform Dates 


Whereas, The Agricultural Adjustment Ad- 
ministration is set up on a basis of democratic 
procedure and 

Whereas, all tenants, sharecroppers and land 
owners are entitled to participate in the elec- 
tions of community, county and state com- 
mitteemen to supervise the program and | 

Whereas, in most sections of the nation, this 
AAA program on account of the democratic 
procedure makes for full of all 
groups concerned, and 

Whereas, in many sections of the various 
southern states, there is only a small percentage 
of the people qualified to participate in the 
elections of the AAA and much of the dis- 
satisfaction of the AAA is caused by a lack of 
understanding and a lack of knowledge as to 
the time and place for elections; 

Therefore Be It Resolved, that we call upon 
the Secretary of Agriculture and officials of 
the AAA to set a uniform date in each county 


and state for the holding of the election in | 


each community. 


RESOLUTION NO. 4 
Every Local To Buy Defense Bonds—_ 
All Members Purchase Defense Stamps 


Whereas, The STFU Convention is being 
held in Sheffield, Alabama, and at the present 
time this United States of ours is going through 
one of the most severe crises ever known in 
history and 

Whereas, it is the duty of each and every 
citizen to support them through purchasing 
defense bonds and stamps. 

Be It Resolved, that this Convention instruct 
each local union which is affiliated with the 
Southern Tenant Farmers Union to buy at least 
one defense bond and each individual mem- 
ber buy with all surplus dimes defense stamps. 


RESOLUTION NO. 6 
To Employ An Educational Director 


Whereas, The Constitution provides that all | 


locals, county and district councils shall have 
educational committees to plan and put into 


effect educational programs within their juris-| during the past year which has done very 


diction, and 

Whereas, Often this work is neglected by 
subordinate bodies because of the lack of ex- 
perienced leadership, 

Therefore Be It Resolved, that the incoming 
Executive Council be instructed to solicit the 
support and aid of organizations and agencies 
interested in education and as soon as an 


adequate budget can be raised for this work 
| that a full time educational director be em- 


ployed as a field worker building an educa- 
tional program directly with the locals, county 


j}and district councils, and. 


Be It Further Resolved, that one or more 
Rural Training Conferences be held during the 
coming year for the purposes of building 
morale among low income farm people and that 
agencies of government and educational insti- 
tutions be invited to participate in such pro- 
gram sponsored by the Union. 


RESOLUTION NO. 11 


Whereas, The membership of the Southern 
Tenant Farmers Union is composed of small 
farm owners, tenants, sharecroppers and farm 
laborers of the various southern states who 
regardless of their status are within the clas- 
sification of low income farm families, and 

Whereas, an organization such as the South- 
ern Tenant Farmers Union must recognize the 
needs and desires of all of these classifica- 
tions of farm people and give service to all, 

Therefore Be It Resolved, that the Southern 
Tenant Farmers Union shall seek to preserve 
the family type farm as a way of life, to help 
provide cooperative services for purchasing 
goods, marketing and preserving farm prod- 
ucts and to fully support all programs de- 


signed to re-establish farm people on the land. 
_ Further that the organization shall, through 
economic action and legislation, seek to insure 
long term tenant and sharecropper contracts 
and support all programs designed to rehabili- 
tate such farm families. 

Further that the Southern Tenant Farmers 
Union shall seek to maintain wage rates for 
farm labor through organization and by spon- | 
soring legislation to provide for minimum 
wages and better conditions of employment for 
such laborers on the land throughout the 
United States. 

And further that in order to advance the 
interests of the farm people, we, should seek 
to maintain and strengthen our present rela- 
tions with organized labor which is our natural 
aily, and wherever possible cooperate with other 
farm organizations or agencies in furthering 
agriculture in general. 


RESOLUTION NO. 
Supporting F.S.A., N.Y.A., C.C.C. and W.P.A. 
Whereas, There are many proposals being 


made for abolishing agencies such as Farm 


Security Administration, National Youth Ad- 
ministration, CCC and WPA under the guise 
of war time economy measures an 

Whereas, These agencies have performed in- 
valuable service in building up the health and 
living conditions of low income farm people 
as well as unemployed industrial workers and 

Whereas, The work of these agencies have 
strengthened the morale of citizens of the 
country in time of peace and are greatly need- 
ed during the present war, 

Therefore Be It Resolved, we instruct our 
incoming officers to use every means at their 
command to extend the program of the Farm 
Security Administration as a means of up- 
building the standards of our own people, and 
of preserving the NYA and CCC training pro- 
grams for future citizens who will be qualified 
to take their places in industry and the arme 
services of the Nation. 


RESOLUTION NO. 14 
Up Land Committee 
Whereas, the 1941 Executive Council set up 
a temporary committee on Farm Ownership 


significant work in arranging a program for 
locality members of the Union on land. 

Therefore Be It Resolved that this Conven- 
tion instruct the Executive Council to set up 
a Committee of 5 members who shall be author- 
ized to incorporate an association for the 
purpose of aiding the purchasing and leasing 
of land for members of the Union; 

Further, that this Committee be authorized 
to select from their number a Chairman who 
shall be director of this program. 


RESOLUTION NO. 19 
On Building Co-Operatives 


Whereas, any group of members of the 
Southern Tenant Farmers Union living in the 
same community may join together and pro- 
tect their interests as producers and consumers 
by setting up Cooperative Buying Clubs, Credit 
Unions and Cooperative Marketing Associations 
as a part of the business of their local, and 

Whereas, there are government and private 
agencies interested in this field of endeavor 
and willing to cooperate with the members of 
the Southern Tenant Farmers Union in build- 
ing their own cooperative movement; 

Therefore Be It Resolved, That this Conven- 
tion instructs its incoming Executive Council 
to set up a Committee of three on Cooperative 
Organization and to employ as soon as ones 
are available, one or more full time representa- 
tives who are specialists in the field of Co- 
operatives to the end that locals now estab- 
lished and all of the new locals that may here- 
after be organized participate“in.the Coopera- 


tive Program. 


SAVE A DIME—BUY A DEFENSE STAMP 
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 


I wish to express the appreciation of the~ c Se g 


people in Alabama for the privilege of having 
the Southern Tenant Farmers Union eighth 
Annual Convention held in the city of Sheffield, 
and for the splendid and orderly way in which 
the ‘Convention was carried on. 

I have turned in my resignation as Business 
Agent of the Hod Carrier’s Local No. 366 to 
take effect: March 1. In the meantime, I will 

be attending all STFU County and District 
- Council meetings whenever it is possible, and 


I will also attend as many local meetings as 


I can. 

After March 1, I will devote all of my time 
to field work for the STFU and I will be at the 
General Office in Memphis until 
March 1. 

: Do not hesitate to write me if _— is any- 
thing I can do to assist you® 
Fraternally, 
ROY E. RALEY. 


Proceedings 
Being Printed 


The complete proceedings of the eighth 
Annual Convention of the Southern Tenant 
Farmers Union will be ready by February 1. 
One copy will be sent to each local free. Mem- 
bers and friends of the Union interested in this 
material may order it from the General Office, 
Box 443, Memphis, Tennessee. The cost of each. 
copy will be 50c postpaid. 


Farm Security 
Under Attack 


The Farm Security Administration is again 
under fire in the state of Alabama. Under the 
rules and regulations of FSA, money may be 


“~~ porrowed py ciients to meet obligations. The 


agency has been lending FSA people money 
to pay their poll tax. Farm Bureau leaders and 
Chamber of Commerce officials fear the Ala- 
bama tenant farmers may not vote right in 
future elections. 


Cotton Prices May Be Set 
At 25 Cents Per Pound 


If the Farm Bloc in Congress has its way, 
cotton may be stabilized at 25 cents per pound 
according to reports coming out of Washing- 
ton. Prices are now up around 19 cents. and 
are expected to go even higher. 


Milk For All Children 


A bill has just been introduced by Congress- 
man Pete Jarman, of Alabama, providing that 
the government furnish free one quart of milk 
to every child under 14 years of age. Milk 
would be distributed in the same way that sur- 


plus feed is now distributed if this law was 
adopted. 


FIRST STFU LOCAL TO BUY 
DEFENSE BOND 
Leighton, Alabama: 

Robert M. Granger, aia of Local No. 97, 
announced that the LaGrange Local voted in 
its meeting Tuesday, January 13, to purchase a 
$25 Defense Bond. The cost of the Bond is 
$18.75 and will be worth $25 in 10 years. 


Farm Owners Told To Use 
More Machinery 


Mr. W. A. Lassetter, editor of the Progressive 
Farmer, speaking at a meeting in Memphis 
recently, advised farm operators to purchase 
more machinery, stating that “Today—in a war 
emergency—we need as good or better farm 
management practices. Much of our cheap labor 
is leaving us for the armed forces and for the 
defense shops. We must turn to the wise use of 


machinery. That is one way to bring our _ 


grams into line.” 


Hitler Methods Revealed In 
Arkansas At Federal Court 
Trial of County Officials 


The U. S. District Court at Jonesboro, Ar- 
kansas, is hearing 100 witnesses testify as to 
their mistreatment by Crittenden County offi- 


| cials charged with wholesale violations of civil 


Butler, Reliring President. 


Southern Tenant Farmers Union 


A dramatic moment came to the delegates 
attending the eighth Annual Convention in 
Sheffield, Alabama, on January 10 when J. R. 
Butler, for seven-years President of the South- 


ern Tenant Farmers Union, declined the nomi- 


nation for re-election to the office. 

A Convention resolution, proposing that the 
Union: draft President Butler for the post of 
Honorary Chairman of the General Executive 
Committee, was adopted by an overwhelming 
vote. The Convention also granted him life 
membership. Tired and weary, after seven years 
of service to the organization he helped found, 
President Butler announced his decision to 
return to*the farm m the foothills of the Ar- 


kansas Ozarks. He urged the delegates not | 


to accord him an honor and that he greatly 


preferred to just be a member. Delegate after. 


delegate rose to speak of President Butler’s past 
services to the STFU. and of his honest and 
sincerity of purpose. 

Roy E. Raley, newly elected President, in 
taking over the gavel of office, paid a glowing 
tribute to the man he was succeeding. 


Farm Labor To 
Roll In 1942 


Migrant farm laborers once unwanted will 
ride to and from jobs this year in government 


trucks according to R. W. Hudgens, assistant: 


administrator of Farm Security Administration. 

“Farm laborers are to be considered as shock 
troops moving up and down the east coast of 
the United States cultivating and harvesting 
the food crops,” said Mr. Hudgens, who an- 
nounced that FSA was building 18 more 
migrant camps to alleviate the threat of a 


farm labor shortage this year. 


A Lesson for the Month 


Go ahead and do your work, give idleness no 
excuse: 

He that regardeth the wind shall not sow; 
and he that observeth the clouds shall not reap. 


—Eccles. 11:4. 
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liberties. 

- Conditions in the County Jail are being de- 
scribed in one horror story after another. Men 
were arrested, beaten by deputy sheriffs and 
they were then turned over to the county jailer 
where even more sadistic practices were per- 
mitted. 

The civil liberties case was once postponed on 
account. of the death of the County Sheriff, 
Howard Curlin, years ago called “Hitler Curlin” 
by members of the STFU who were among the 
victims of “Planter Justice.” 

A new sheriff has been appointed by the 


Governor of Arkansas, and as conditions are 


being brought to light in the Federal Court, 
indications are that the County will be cleaned 
up regardless of the outcome of the trial. 


For The Women 


By MRS. RAMONA WOOD 
WATCH YOUR FAMILIES’ DIET! 


We women can do our part toward winning 
the war by seeing to it that our husbands and 
sons and daughters eat the right foods—foods 
that contain all important vitamins and min- 
erals. 


I wish all of you could have been present 
when Mrs. 


stressed the importance of the farmer and the 
farmer’s wife in providing the foods which 


are so necessary in building an army of fight- 


ing men and an army of strong, healthy work- 
ers. She warned us against waste and impressed 
upon us that watching our own diets and grow- 
ing. the right kind of food not only helps the 
nation now, but future generations to come. 

I personally know a farm woman who raised 
lots of chickens, had plenty of eggs, milk 
and vegetables, yet who was taken seriously ill 
with the dread disease, pellagra. She did not 
like eggs or milk and had eaten practically 
nothing but molasses and biscuits every meal. 
Happily, this woman received good medical 
treatment and was cured. Now, she eats the 


right foods and is enjoying good health at #0. , 


Watch your diet! Watch your families’ diet! 


Raise more foods this year than last year for 
your Country! 


SAVE A DIME—BUY A DEFENSE STAMP 
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Sec. 562, P. L. & R. 


Laura Daly, Consumers’ Division, 
O. P. A., Washington, D. C., spoke at our Con- 
vention in Sheffield, Alabama, January 8. She — 
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